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11-15-2016

Ground Breaking Ceremony for the Metropolitan Wells Project

The City of Rio Dell will be holding a ground breaking ceremony for the Metropolitan Wells Project.

The event will occur at 12:00 noon on Thursday, November 17, 2016.

The location of the event will be at City Hall, 675 Wildwood Avenue in Rio Dell, CA.

There will be refreshments, short remarks and the traditional groundbreaking ceremony with opportunities for photos.
Another press release will follow the event.

The Metropolitan Wells Project is a water source diversification project that will better serve the residents of Rio Dell
through emergency drought relief and improved water system resilience. Conceptualization of the project began in
August of 2014 during a period of record low flows in the Eel River — the current source of the City’s water supply. While
drought conditions have somewhat improved, the reality is that future droughts will likely have an even greater impact
on the river at the same time human use increases. The Metropolitan Wells Project seeks to address these issues by
utilizing groundwater as a backup. The project is funded by generous grants from both the State and Federal
Government’s via State Proposition 84 (2006) and Proposition 1 (2014) that both set aside funding for water supply
projects. The Federal Government stepped up to provide funding through the United States Department of Agriculture’s
Office of Rural Development. Altogether, grant funding for the project covers 97% of the total projected costs
(51,879,076), saving Rio Dell ratepayers tremendous amounts of money for added water supply security.
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Metropolitan Wells Project

Emergency Water Relief and Resilience

Ground Breaking - November 2016
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