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City of Rio Dell Commercial Vehicle Parking
Authorization Program
Records and written responses provided by the City of Rio Dell in response to a California Public Records Act
request from the Rio Dell Times.

Request submitted: Sept. 28, 2026 City response: Sept. 29, 2026 Responding official: Chief of Police Josh Phinney

Published: Oct. 18, 2026

WHAT WE ASKED FOR

On September 28, 2026, the Rio Dell Times asked the City for all policies, procedures and guidance documents on the city's
commercial truck parking program, including the criteria used, the permit application process, site suitability standards
and any complaint or grievance process. We also asked how many permits the City has issued and how many are currently
active. City Manager Kyle Knopp forwarded the request to the Police Department, and Chief Phinney responded the next day.

WHAT THE CITY SAID

PERMITS ISSUED

Two authorizations have been issued, and both are active.
As of Sept. 29 there had been no other applicants.

CONDITIONS

Both are limited to unloaded vehicles. Both applicants
asked to park loaded, but the City found the roadway and
infrastructure at those locations unsuitable.

SITE SUITABILITY

No separate written policy. The Police Chief reviews
safety (road width, visibility, load hazards), then the
Streets Superintendent reviews infrastructure (e.g., sewer
and water lines).

COMPLAINTS & APPEALS

No program-specific grievance procedure. Revocation
hearings are governed by RDMC 10.05.790(12).
Complaints may go to the City Manager or Police
Department.

According to the Chief, most commercial trucks in town currently park on private property, which does not require a permit.

CONTENTS OF THIS PACKET

Page 2 The City's written response, reproduced in full

Attachment A Ordinance No. 416-2025, adopted by the City Council Nov. 18, 2025 (amends RDMC
10.05.020 and 10.05.790; removes 10.05.780)

5 pages

Attachment B Commercial Vehicle Parking Authorization application/authorization form (blank) 1 page

Attachment C Commercial Vehicle Parking windshield authorization card (blank) 1 page

Attachments A–C are reproduced as provided by the City of Rio Dell; only a page label has been added at the bottom of each. The ordinance is the
City's signed scan. The form was provided as a Word document and converted to PDF without content changes. The summary on this page was
written by the Rio Dell Times and is not a City statement. Direct questions about the program to the Rio Dell Police Department, 675 Wildwood Ave.,
(707) 764-5642.
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THE  CITY 'S  RESPONSE

Written response from the City of Rio Dell

Our request (Sept. 28, 2026): “We would like to request copies of all city policies and procedures or guidance documents
regarding the commercial truck parking program in Rio Dell. We are interested in the criteria being used, permit application
process, site suitability and any complaint or grievance process. … Secondly, how many permits have been issued by the city and

are currently active?”

From: Josh Phinney, Chief of Police, Rio Dell Police Department  ·  Date: Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2026, 10:52 a.m.  ·  Cc: Kyle Knopp, City

Manager; Mary Clark

In response to your Public Records Act request regarding the City of Rio Dell’s Commercial Vehicle Parking Authorization
Program, the City is providing the responsive records currently maintained regarding the program.

The program is authorized pursuant to Ordinance No. 416-2025 and Chapter 10.05 of the Rio Dell Municipal Code. The City also
maintains an Commercial Vehicle Parking Authorization form establishing the process for application, review, approval,
issuance, tracking, replacement, and revocation of authorizations.

The general application and review process includes verification of vehicle registration, review of the proposed parking
location, approval by the Chief of Police and Streets Superintendent, issuance of an authorization number, and issuance of a
vehicle type/driver-specific windshield authorization. Authorizations are non-transferable and apply only to the vehicle
type/driver and approved location identified in City records.

There is not a separate written “site suitability” policy beyond the ordinance, Municipal Code, and administrative documents
being provided. Proposed locations are reviewed based upon the specific location and applicable roadway, safety, and
infrastructure considerations. The Chief of Police reviews the proposed site for safety issues (roadway width, driver visibility,
potential load hazards etc.) and then the Streets Superintendent reviews the site for infrastructure considerations (will the load
damage sewer/water lines or other infrastructure).

To date, the City has issued two Commercial Vehicle Parking Authorizations, and both are currently active. Both authorizations
were issued subject to the condition that the commercial vehicles be unloaded while parked at the authorized locations due to
roadway and infrastructure limitations not suitable for loaded commercial vehicles.

There is also no separate complaint or grievance procedure established specifically for the Commercial Vehicle Parking
Authorization Program other than if the permit is denied or suspended as listed under section (12) of RDMC 10.05.790.
Complaints regarding commercial vehicle parking may be submitted to the City Manager or Police Department for review. If an
enforcement action is taken under the Rio Dell Municipal Code, any administrative review or appeal rights applicable to that
particular enforcement action would be governed by the applicable provisions of the Municipal Code.

Responsive records include:

Ordinance No. 416-2025;
Commercial Vehicle Parking Authorization application/authorization form; and
Commercial Vehicle Parking windshield authorization form.

Please let us know if you believe there are additional specifically identifiable records responsive to your request.

Our follow-up (Sept. 29, 2026): “For clarification, has there been more than two applicants so far? Has anyone been rejected.”

From: Josh Phinney, Chief of Police  ·  Reply to follow-up

There have not been any additional at this time. Most of the trucks are currently parking on private property which doesn’t
require a permit. The two issued wanted “loaded” but infrastructure at those locations wasn’t suitable so they only received
“unloaded” permits.

Text reproduced verbatim from the City's emails; greetings, signature blocks and contact details are omitted.
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                                CITY OF RIO DELL

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE PARKING AUTHORIZATION
Authorization No.: CVPA-________

Issued pursuant to Ordinance No. 416-2025 and Chapter 10.05 of the Rio Dell Municipal Code.

Driver/Vehicle Information
Driver:
__________________________

Business Name:
__________________________

Mailing Address:
__________________________

Telephone:
__________________________

Email:
__________________________

California License Plate:
__________________________

Year / Make / Model:
__________________________

Color:
__________________________

VIN (Last 8 Digits):
__________________________

USDOT/CA Number:
__________________________

Authorized Parking Location(s)
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Conditions of Authorization
 Vehicle-specific and non-transferable.
 Valid for 1 year unless revoked, or otherwise invalidated by the City.
 Ownership, registration, license plate, or vehicle changes void this authorization unless approved by the City.
 Does not exempt compliance with the Rio Dell Municipal Code, California Vehicle Code, or temporary restrictions.
 May be suspended or revoked if obtained through false information, misused, transferred, the vehicle no longer 

qualifies, or continued authorization is inconsistent with Chapter 10.05 RDMC.
 Revocation does not preclude enforcement.
 Windshield authorization card shall be displayed whenever parked pursuant to this authorization.

Applicant Certification
I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing information is true and correct.

Applicant Signature ______________________    Date __________

City Approval

________________________
Joshua Phinney
Chief of Police

________________________
Randy Jensen
Streets Superintendent
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                                                  CITY OF RIO DELL

              COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
           PARKING AUTHORIZATION

  

Authorization No. CVPA-________
Issued pursuant to Ordinance No. 416-2025 and Chapter 10.05 of the Rio Dell Municipal Code.

VALID FOR 1 YEAR AND ONLY FOR THE VEHICLE ASSIGNED IN CITY RECORDS
NON-TRANSFERABLE

Display in the lower driver's side windshield whenever parked pursuant to this authorization.

____________________ Date: ________________
Joshua Phinney
Chief of Police

____________________ Date: ________________
Randy Jensen
Streets Superintendent

Property of the City of Rio Dell • Return if Found

*UNLOADED ONLY*
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